PRE-WAR                                 93

George had at that time an exaggerated and emotional manner
of speaking, learnt perhaps in the Welsh chapels he attended
in his youth.1 When he suggested, absurdly enough, that the
Budget would be the first step to a heaven upon earth for the
poor, it seemed natural to assume it might be the beginning of
hell upon earth for the rich. In fact, Lloyd George was com-
peting with the spokesmen of socialism and preaching what was
called 'class war'. The upshot was that when the Budget, after
passing the House of Commons, reached the House of Lords, the
Lords rejected it by 350 votes to 75.

Lords versus Commons. There is no law forbidding the Lords
to reject the Budget just as there is no law forbidding the King to
refuse his assent to a bill that has passed both Houses of Parlia-
ment. Indeed the fact that the Budget is presented to the Lords
at all, and that all bills are laid before the throne for acceptance,
shows that powers of rejection in both cases must have once
existed. But the House of Lords had not interfered in any way
with a Budget since 1860, when Gladstone first included all the
taxes of the year in a single Finance Bill, and it was assumed that
they would never do so. They had now joined battle with the
Commons on ground far more favourable to the latter than the
rejection of any ordinary bill could be. Asquith dissolved parlia-
ment with an undertaking that, if he was given a majority again,
he would introduce a bill to limit the powers of the House of
Lords. The election (January 1910) abolished the enormous
majority the Liberals had enjoyed since 1906 and reduced
Liberals and Conservatives to an exact equality, but forty Labour
members and eighty Irish would support the Liberals in any
measure directed against the House of Lords; so the result was
a Conservative defeat.

Tlie Constitutional Conference. Before the new parliament
had been sitting more than a few weeks Edward VII died and
was succeeded by George V. The Budget rejected in 1909 had
been passed at last, and the Parliament Bill3 as it was called,
would, if the Lords rejected it, bring the crown into party politics,
for it was an understood principle that, in extreme cases, a prime

1 His father had been an elementary schoolmaster 3 but he was brought
up by his uncle., a shoemaker in a village near Criccieth, ten miles from
Snowdon.